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On September 29th, 2007 Don Walsworth, 
CEO of Walsworth Publishing Company, 
Inc., became the proud recipient of 
� e Missourian Award.  � is rare and 
coveted award is presented to individuals 
for outstanding contributions in the 
areas of business, civics or arts. To be 
selected, individuals must be born in the 
State of Missouri or under exceptional 
circumstances�like in Don�s case�they 
may qualify by having spent at least � fteen 
years of their adult life in the state. Nominees 
have made outstanding contributions to 
their state, however, they cannot be currently 
serving in the political � eld.

Don was presented with several items 
including a large crystal award in the shape 
of the State of Missouri, a brass medal, a 
commendation from the Missouri Senate, a 
commendation from the Missouri House of 
Representatives, and a proclamation from 
Missouri Governor Matt Blunt announcing 
his award. Don was also featured in the 
Missourian Award Magazine. 

With 1500 employees, Walsworth 
Publishing Company is the largest 

independently owned yearbook company in 
the world. Walsworth ranks in the top ten 
book manufacturers in the United States 
with o�  ces in Kansas City, Brook� eld, 
and Marceline, Missouri and in Omaha, 
Nebraska. In addition, Walsworth has an 
o�  ce and facility in Shanghai, China.

Don was born in Green� eld, Iowa, 
graduated high school from Marceline 
Public Schools, and received a BS in 
Education from the University of Missouri. 
After graduating from college in 1957, Don 
began his career with Walsworth Publishing 
Company, becoming President in 1967.  In 
1975, the Small Business Administration 
named him Small Businessman of the Year 
for the MO-KS region.

In 1976, Delta Tau Delta society 
fraternity awarded Don the society�s � rst 
Distinguished Service Chapter Award. 
In 1980, the University made Don the 
recipient of the University of Missouri 
Faculty Alumni Achievement Award. 
In 1982, he was elected president of 
the National Yearbook Manufacturer�s 
Association and in 1983, the Inter-
Fraternity Council of the University of 
Missouri named him �Outstanding Greek 
Alumnus.�

Don served two terms on the Marceline 
City Council and one term as Mayor. He 
has chaired successful county campaigns 
for political o�  ces, and served as chairman 
for the campaigns of Senator Tom Eagleton 
and the late Jerry Litton. Governor Ashcroft 
appointed Don to the Missouri State 
Highway and Transportation Commission 
in 1985 and served as its chairman in 1991-
92. Walsworth was also chairman of the 
Missouri Highway and Transportation 
Employees� and Highway Patrol Retirement 
Boards, and was a member of the 
Governor�s Council on Physical Fitness and 
Health. In 1989, Don became a founding 
member of the prestigious Herbert J. 

Davenport Society, which encourages 
private participation in the support and 
development of the College of Business and 
Public Administration. Two years later, he 
was named as its chairman.

In 1990, he received the University of 
Missouri-Columbia Athletic Department 
Faurot Fellow Award and in 1991, he 
received the Missouri Basketball Hall 
of Fame Carrie Franke Award. In 1992, 
Don spearheaded the e� ort that achieved 
passage of a six-cent gasoline tax increase 
in the Missouri legislature, and Governor 
Ashcroft signed that tax bill into law.
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Publishing Executive and Printing 
Impressions magazines, co-sponsors 
of the 20th Annual Gold Ink Awards, 
announced that Walsworth Publishing 
Company has won a Silver Award.  � e 
entry, titled �100 � ousand Club� won in 
the Consumer Magazine category.

� is year�s Gold Ink Award winners were 
chosen from 1,500 entries submitted 
within 50 di� erent categories.  Winning 
pieces surpassed their competitors based 
on print quality, technical di�  culty, and 
overall visual e� ect.
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Walsworth is proud to announce the purchase of its second Heidelberg Speedmaster 
102-8P.  � e superior quality and added capacity that Walsworth has experienced with 
its � rst Heidelberg, has led to the decision of purchasing our second unit.

� e Heidelberg installation will be complete and ready for live work by January 2008.  
Walsworth has again purchased the Prinect CP2000 press control system and Prinect 
Prepress interface, giving Walsworth the added control needed to print the superior 
quality that our customers have grown to expect.

Walsworth prides itself on quality and with the addition of the second Heidelberg, this 
shows our continued commitment to superior quality.  Walsworth�s 40� 4-color capacity 
continues to grow, giving our customers the added security that press time will be 
available and that Walsworth will be able to meet their schedule needs.

For additional information, or if you have a 4-color project that needs printed, don�t 
hesitate to give your local sales representative a call.
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Walsworth recently exhibited at the 
American Solutions for Business tradeshow 
which was held in Brainerd, MN on August 
24th at the Cragun Resort.  �e show is held 
semi-annually for all the sales representatives 
of American Solutions for Business.  �is 
was the �rst time Walsworth exhibited which 
was a great success and we look forward to 
exhibiting in the future.

walsworth
exhibits
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— Continued from page 1

Don was appointed to the University of 
Missouri Board of Curators in 2003 by 
Governor Bob Holden and served on the 
Resource and Planning Committee, the 
Finance and Human Resources Committee, 
and on the Executive Committee. In 
2004, Don received the prestigious 
business honor of Missouri/Kansas Ernst 
& Young Entrepreneur of the Year for 
Manufacturing. In 2006, Walsworth 
was presented with the �omas Je�erson 
bronze from the University of Missouri 
Development of Alumni Relations o�ce. 
He has also been the recipient of the highest 
honor granted to an individual by the 
University of Missouri: �e Distinguished 
Service Award.

Don has been elected to a variety of national 
boards of directors including Citizens Bank 
and Trust Company, Citizens Bancshares, 
KLM Exploration, Gold Line Re�ning Ltd., 
Marceline Savings and Loan, �e Donning 
Company Publishers, and School Pictures, 
Inc. He is a member of the American 
Legion, the Fraternal Order of the Eagles, 
Ararat Shrine Temple, and the Royal Order 
of Jesters. He is a 32nd Degree Mason and is 
past president of the Marceline Rotary Club 
and the Marceline Chamber of Commerce. 

He has served on the Board of Directors 
of Kansas City Starlight �eatre and was 
a member of the lay advisory board of St. 
Francis Hospital. He chaired a committee 
to raise $100,000 for a new Sunday school 
wing for his church.

Don served as director of the University 
Medical School Outreach Program, helping 
place physicians in the rural communities. 
He is a former member of the University 
of Missouri�s Alumni Athletic and Alumni 
Alliance Committees. Don is a University of 
Missouri Gold Club, M.A.S.A contributor, 
a Je�erson Club member, and was chairman 
of the Champions for Life campaign. 
He currently serves as a member of the 
Strategic Development Board of the College 
of Business and Public Administration 
and is the President of the University of 
Missouri Board of Curators for 2007.

Other past award recipients of the 
Missourian Award include: President Harry 
S. Truman, Governor Mel Carnahan, 
General Omar Bradley, George Washington 
Carver, Samuel Clemens, Mutual of 
Omaha�s Marlin Perkins, Walter Cronkite, 
General John Pershing, and Walt Disney.
 

�e American Heart Association has the 
responsibility of selecting the inductees 
and administering this annual event. All 
proceeds for the awards event are to bene�t 
the American Heart Association.

Employees of Walsworth Publishing 
Company, both past and present, wish 
to congratulate Don on this prestigious 
award and look forward to even more 
accomplishments in the future.




